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1. The nesocistion called The Friends of Republican Spain (AER), which is aleo
known as The Friends of Auti-Frenquist Spain and a8 The Belglan Friende of
Hspublicen Spain, was organized in Brussels in September 1944 under the
tsaderehip of Plerre Seigneur. Ite objectives reportedly are the spreading
»f information concerning the sctivitiss of the Spanish Republican Goverament-
in-Bxile® and the dissemination of propagenda streesing the similarity of
tha Franco regims to that of Hitler.

2. Ab the time of 1ts inception, ths association published s manifesto advo-
cating the -esteblishuent of a republican regime in Spein, and charging that
Franco had snelaved the Spanish people, had supported the Cermans in sanding
troops to Busaia, snd hsd allowed Spain 0 sarve as s refuge for followers
of Hitler and war criminals,

3. Scurce stabtes that although the sssuciation considers 1tself non-politiesl
and claims that i1ts members represent all political tendencles, it is
compoaed predominantly of socisllst, anarchist and communlist elements of
Belgien and other mationalities. Most of its Belgian mewbers are Communiate;
4 is thelr aim o gein coutral of the association. Meny of its members
STought &8 voluntesrs on the republican sids during the Spanish Civil War,
Groups affillmted with the AER include! The ¥GTB (Federation Generale des
Pravaillenrs de Belgique - Benersl Fedsration of Workers of Belgium, a
Soetalist-Communist trade-union orgaunization), bhe Anclens Combattantis de
i'Espagne Bepublicaine (Former Fighters of Republican Spain, an assoclation
of Spanish Civil War vetersns with obvious Communist tendencies), the JEB
{Jounesse Popuisire de Belgique - Popular Youth of Belgium, a Communist

- youth orgenization), Les Amities Belgo~Bovletiques (Bslgo-Soviet frisndship
organization), Le Front d'Independance (Indepandence Front, a movement of
Communist tendencies).

4. The shief activity of the amesoclation is the organization of mass demons-
trations on hisicricel anniversaries. The association collecte funds for
the supvors of Spanish republicans and in the past has turned them over to
the Spanish Republican Government-in-Exile.
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*gg@m Thia report was written prior to the resignation of
Jose ral as Fiims Minieter of the Spanish Republicsn Government-in-

¥xile. Rodolfo Llopis, Soelalist, has been namsd Prime Minister follow-
ing the failure of Auszusto Barcia to form a new goverament.
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The AER has no press organ, but devends on the leftist press, and particu-~
larly thot of the extreme left, to publicize its views, The organizailon
iasues & bullstin intended for lis members,

Renortedly, the headquarters of the organization is at 35 Boulevard
Leapold II, Brussels, at the home of r woman by the name of Kewan, The
netionel committee is composed of the following:

President: Plarre Selgneur
Treasurer: Alfred Gauchis
Secretary: Mne, Kawan
Hembars: Henrl Levachery, curator of the Royal lusesuus
Gustave Fischer, of the Radiodiffusion National-Belge
Mme, Isabelle Bluwe, Socinlist wmenber of the Chambar of
Ropresentatives
Pollet, a lawyer
Antoine Collens
Serge Baguette
Guy Mertens .
Dr. Albert Martesux, Communist Ministsr of Public Health
Hme. Brachewb :
Paul Finet, national secretary of the FGID
tiardulyn, president of the Association Generale des BEtudiants
de 1'U.%.B. (General Associztion of Students of the Free
University of Srussels),
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